More than just a

Hanse’s new 31-footer maintains a sporty tradition, says David Harding

n 1994, a slim-hulled 29-footer of
Scandinavian origin was shown at
the Southampton Boat Show. She
was the Hanse 291, and the most
notable feature was her price: she
cost less than £30,000. She was fast,
simple - perhaps a tad rough in places
and cheap.

Her builder, Michael Schmidt, had bought
a small boatyard in Greifswald on the Baltic
Coast of what had, until recently, been East
Germany. He got his new business up and

120

running by acquiring the moulds of dis-
continued boats and putting them back
into production. The Hanse 291, for exam-
ple, had started life as the Aphrodite 29,
built by Rex Marin in Sweden. She was fol-
lowed by the 331 - formerly the Finngulf
33, from Finland - and the 400, which had
been built in Denmark as the Bianca 42,
Despite coming from three builders in
three different countries, the boats had
much in common. They were all unmis-
takably Scandinavian, with narrow, casily

driven hulls and tall, fractional rigs. They
were all highly regarded for their sailing
qualities. And, with the help of govern-
ment grants following the reunification
of Germany, they were all re-launched
under the Hanse banner at remarkably
low prices.

The origins of the yard might, perhaps,
seem irrelevant to anyone looking at a new
Hanse today, but they explain why the cur
rent range is as it is. Schmidt wanted to
build boats that sailed well - that's why he
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chose the Aphrodite, Finngulf and Bianca.

He also wanted to build them inexpen-
sively, which is why he bought the
Greifswald yard. While many of his com-
patriots were looking to set up in Poland in
order to take advantage of cheap labour,
Schmidt knew that government funding
would be available to help business
development in eastern Germany after the
collapse of the Berlin Wall. Another advan-
tage of Greifswald was that the town had
a long association with boats and the sea
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Moving forward

A decade later, the boats leaving the Hanse
factory are markedly different from their
predecessors — except for the 300, which is
a modified version of the 291. But the new
models are still fast and inexpensive. When
Schmidt believed that the 331 and 400 had
run their time, he commissioned a new
range from Judel and Vrolijk, the German
team responsible for a number of
Whitbread 60s and Admiral’s Cuppers
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If-tacking headsail needs to be over-sheeted to retain drive

sailor who led his country’s Admiral’s Cup
team to victory in 1985, he had no interest
in boats that didn't perform.

At the same time, he wanted to avoid
frightening the cruising sailor: he was aim-
ing to produce robust, frill-free cruisers, but
to give them a sportier edge than the
Bavarias, Jeanneau Sun Odysseys and
Bénéteau Oceanises.

The biggest problem with the old Scandi-
navian designs was lack of space down
below: they had !.m; n‘,ﬁ_‘l!).m}‘_j, fine 4













